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After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
“Fear not, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for | continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said,
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household
will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” * And
he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.” ® And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness. Genesis 15:1-6

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. * For what does the
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” * Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted
as a gift but as his due. ®* And to the one who does not work but believes
in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.

Romans 4:1-5

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of
the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all. Romans 4:16

1.

As it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist. Romans 4:17

2,

In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of
many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.”
Romans 4:18

3.

He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which
was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, Romans 4:19-20a

4,

...but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Romans 4:20b-21

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing
where he was going. ° By faith he went to live in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. '° For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. Hebrews 11:8-10

CONCLUSION

That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the
words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for
ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the
dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised
for our justification. Romans 4:22-25



